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redisposed of the stock, he found himself a loser by fully
two thirds of this sum.
Burthened with this heavy condition, the agreement
for the sale of 10,000 copies of the embryo series was
signed before the end of November, 181T; and on the
7th January, 1818, Scott wrote as follows to his noble
friend: —
TO THE DUKE OF BTTCCLETJCH, ETC., ETC.
my beas loed duke, — I have the great pleasure of
enclosing the discharged bond which your Grace stood
engaged in for me, and on my account. The accommo-
dation was of the greatest consequence to me, as it en-
abled me to retain possession of some valuable literary
property, which I must otherwise have suffered to be
sold at a time when the booksellers had no money to buy
it. My dear Lord, to wish that all your numerous and
extensive acts of kindness may be attended with similar
advantages to the persons whom you oblige, is wishing
you what to your mind will be the best recompense; and
to wish that they may be felt by all as gratefully as by
me, though you may be careless to hear about that part
of the story, is only wishing what is creditable to human
nature. I have this moment your more than kind letter,
and congratulate your Grace that, in one sense of the
word, you can be what you never will be in any other,
ambidexter. But I am sorry you took so much trouble,
and I fear pains besides, to display your new talent.
Ever your Grace's truly faithful,
walter scott.
The closing sentence of this letter refers to a fit of the
gout which had disabled the Duke's right hand, but not
cooled his zeal on a subject which, throughout January,
1818, occupied, I firmly believe, much more of his cor-
respondent's thoughts by day and dreams by night, than
any one, or perhaps than all others, besides. The time

